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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 

Applicant's election without traverse of claims 1-17, 38-54, and 74-97 in tlie reply 
filed on November 4, 2005 is acknowledged. Claims 18-37 and 55-74 are withdrawn 
from consideration. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-7, 9-13, 38-44, 46-50, and 75-81, 83-87, 92-93, and 95-96 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Lee (5,712,985). 

Lee discloses a method and corresponding computer-readable medium, system, 
and program code comprising analyzing sales transaction data corresponding to sales 
transactions carried out between a plurality of payors and a plurality of merchants, 
selecting sales transaction data, the sales transaction data relating to a transaction 
between a payor and at least one of the plurality of merchants, normalizing the collected 
sales transaction data from the plurality of payors to create normalized data, scaling the 
normalized data to create financial information corresponding to a predetermined 
metric, and providing the financial information to a user (col.2, line 63 to col. 3, line 53; 
col.4, lines 40-55; col.11, lines 20-25; col.12, line 30 to col. 13, line 38); the financial 
information is used to make predictions about general econometric parameters (col.2, 



Application/Control Number: 09/788,643 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3624 

line 63 to col. 14, line 40); financial information is used to make predictions about actual 
supplies of commodities (col. 2, line 63 to col. 14, line 40 — may be used for wide variety 
of business-related issues); the financial information is used to make revenue 
predictions for one of the plurality of merchants (col. 2, line 63 to col. 14, line 40 — may be 
used for wide variety of business-related issues); the financial information is used to 
make earnings predictions for one of the plurality of merchants (col. 2, line 63 to col. 14, 
line 40 — may be used for wide variety of business-related issues); the financial 
information is used to make stock-price predictions for one of the plurality of merchants 
(col. 2, line 63 to col. 14, line 40 — may be used for wide variety of business-related 
issues); the financial information is used to predict interest rates (col.2, line 63 to col. 14, 
line 40 — may be used for wide variety of business-related issues); processing the 
collected data based on a total number of payors utilizing the services of the payment 
system operator (col.2, line 63 to col. 14, line 40); processing the collected data based 
on a total dollar amount of outstanding transactions owed to a creditor within the 
payment system (col.2, line 63 to col. 14, line 40); processing the collected data based 
on a total number of transactions by payors (col.2, line 63 to col. 14, line 40); processing 
the collected data based on demographic information of payors using the payment 
system (coL2, line 63 to col. 14, line 40); and processing the collected data based on 
historical revenue of the merchant (col.2, line 63 to col. 14, line 40). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 8, 14-17, 45, 51-54, 82, 88-91, 94, and 97 rejected under 35 

U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by or, in the alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious 

over Lee. 

Lee discloses the invention substantially as claimed. Lee further discloses that 
users may use the invention to forecast business items (col. 2, line 63 to col. 14, line 40), 
which may include credit scoring and other types of forecasting methods may be utilized 
(col. 2, line 63 to col. 14, line 40 and col. 22, lines 14-32— well known and practiced to 
use regression analysis and network analysis). It would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate credit 
score indicating the creditworthiness of a merchant, and wherein the providing the 
financial information to a user, providing the credit score to a potential creditor of the 
merchant; applying a linear regression analysis to the normalized data; applying a 
neural network analysis to the normalized data; and applying a neural network analysis 
to normalized data further comprises applying pattern recognition within the neural 
network analysis, as broadly taught by Lee, in order to provide additional means of 
assessing credit and forecasting business-related items. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lalita M. Hamilton whose telephone number is (571) 
272-6743. The examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday-Thursday (8:30-4:30). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vincent Millin can be reached on (571) 272-6747. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




